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Just a moment.
It starts with a change.
So outwardly insignificant that no one would notice
except the person behind you in the aisle.
Just a moment, when instead of seeing rows of labels
on a supermarket shelf, you imagine the people behind them,
Tilling the earth, sowing the seed, gathering the crops.
And you pause, wondering …. What their names are, where they live,
What difference it will make if your hand picks up this box instead of that?
Wondering:, how do I love these neighbours?
Can I help change this child’s long journey for water, her mother’s lack of
healthcare, the prospect her father faces of another year unable to feed
his family well?
Just a moment,
And the person behind you, her impatient baby squirming in the trolley,
may never realise that in that brief hesitation, a life hung in the balance.
From Fairtrade Foundation Church Guide, provided by Christian Concern for One World

This bulletin has been collated by Gill Elliott of Trinity URC St Albans.
If you have news or notices that you wish to be included in the next
Bulletin, please email gilldotelliott@gmail.com, or ask your Heartland
representative to do so on your behalf.

Sally Seddon from Shared Interest came
and spoke at Trinity about Fair Trade.
Shared Interest organises loans to farmers
and handcraft producers to help them
trade their way out of poverty. They also
provide practical support to their business
through training and local support
networks. Over 11000 investors share a
vision of a world where justice is at the
heart of trade finance.
Our Fairtrade
goods have
tipped the
balance
A shared lunch
gave the
opportunity for
further discussion.

Edward Street, Dunstable is busy with preparations for our Easter Services. On
Maundy Thursday evening there will be an Agape service and meal for the
pastorate. Good Friday starts with a prayer breakfast followed by the Churches
Together Walk of Witness. Easter Sunday also begins with breakfast before the
service, which will be conducted by Revd. Heather Whyte.

Homewood Road has many forthcoming events: A Holy Week Walk, following in
Bunyan’s footsteps; a Maundy Thursday Passover Supper; an Easter Fun morning on
Saturday the 31st, which is a free event for children. There is also a Barn Dance on
Saturday 14th April at 7 p.m. to raise money for Emma to volunteer in Uganda with
Girlguiding Hertfordshire. The music will be by the excellent Ivel Valley Band; tickets
are £10 for adults and £5 for children. Supper is provided but please bring your own
drinks.

Panshanger has a Maundy Thursday Meal and Communion; on Good Friday
they have a Walk of Witness followed by an outdoor service at Panshanger
Shops with crafts and refreshments, They also have a reflective service at 7pm on
Good Friday. Then on Easter Sunday they celebrate with an 8:30am Communion
Service, breakfast at 9am and a 10 am Morning Worship for all ages, On Easter
Monday they will join the pilgrimage to St Albans Abbey.

Photos of the coffee morning held at Bricket Wood.
Sadly the Women's World Day of Prayer Service, for which we had intended, as
usual, to join with St. Luke's, the Anglican Church in Bricket Wood, had to be
cancelled because of the snow.
A fortnight later, again it snowed, but mercifully this did not deter people from
coming to our Spring coffee morning. While it was cold and grey outside, inside
was warmth and friendship, chatter and bacon butties. Excellent! We are so
lucky to have so many people who support us, as well as friends from Trinity and
Chiswell Green URCs, who come and help us, since our numbers are so small and a special mention for Emily, Maureen's granddaughter, who is cook for the
day.
Anna from Chiswell Green writes: I was just so inspired and humbled by the
stoicism and devotion of the 99yr old and 96yr old from Bricket Wood who joined us
this freezing cold morning! Thanking God for them and their example to us all!
The other end of the spectrum - we will again be holding a Easter Egg hunt and hot
cross bun coffee morning for our preschool children and parents.

This is a very ecumenical time
in Wheathampstead. This
picture shows the Anglican
and WUC congregation at St
Peters, Gustard Wood where
we hold one service a month
and join the Anglicans on
another. On Easter Sunday
there will be a 5.30am Son Rise
service with a bonfire before
and breakfast after.
We are joining with all three village churches in house Lent Groups held at different
times throughout the week. We are studying the York course called On the Third
Day.
Also we will be meeting with others for a Good Friday Walk of Witness followed by a
service in the churchyard at St Helens and then hot cross buns and children's
activities in the church.

From St. Ninian’s, Luton:
In November last year, one of our Elders brought a letter she had received. It had
been sent to businesses in Luton explaining the sender, AgeConcern, tried to
deliver a small gift bag each Christmas to elderly, housebound people. They were
appealing for small donations of toiletries, chocolate, scarves, gloves and diaries
to put in the bags.
Now we’re a small church of fairly elderly people who sometimes have concerns
that we don’t do enough for the community in which we live. So the Elders
decided this request might be a way of helping. I made an appeal at the next
service and put a small basket near the coffee table. On the following week, it
was full. So I put a larger box there and an even bigger one the week after that.
Eventually, I took two large black sacks and several carrier bags to AgeConcern.
They were full of all the items that had been requested plus many more – socks
with Father Christmases on them (some elderly gentleman may have given his
family a surprise), enough chocolate to stock Thorntons (hopefully not given to the
diabetics), beautiful toiletries and many, many other things. The AgeConcern staff
seemed somewhat surprised as they had been expecting a very small quantity.
Little did they know of the generosity of St. Ninian’s members. It was such a
success that we will repeat it next Christmas.
But the whole process revealed that we were serving the community in other ways
too. Several members help at the local hospice, others knit blankets, hats, bootees
and waistcoats for the Neonatal unit at the hospital. Some knit hats for merchant
seamen, distributed by the Port Chaplains of the Sailors Society, and others work
for Noah, our local homeless charity. I’m sure there are others who quietly get on
with serving their community in a variety of ways. Although we’re not doing this as
St. Ninian’s, we are doing it because of our belief in helping others. So perhaps we
won’t feel so concerned in the future.

Harpenden: is sharing with you some news from an initiative that we support.
Wendy and Dan Snell along with their two girls, have been linked to YWAM and are
doing sterling work with various mission projects. They were based in Harpenden
YWAM and joined our Church. They had the call to serve in January 2017 to grow a
base near Redruth in Cornwall. YWAM (now Immerse Cornwall) are partnered with
Church family and we support them both spiritually and financially. The Snells have
contributed so much to our local Church family, YWAM and mission training all over
the world and are a guiding light for sharing the Gospel, saving souls for Jesus and
Mission work.
Dan and Wendy shared some good news of the project last Sunday. With
prayer the team has now grown significantly in just one year! The Snells are currently
enjoying a furlough in Ecuador, although they have still have plans to help at local
Churches during the stay.
YWAM Immerse Cornwall is a platform to the nations. It is called to embrace
and encourage all generations into a deeper relationship with God and release
them into their missional call.
Please visit their site here: http://ywamimmersecornwall.com/ or facebook
group here: https://www.facebook.com/ywamimmersecornwall/ for more information
about this great project and details of how to contribute.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Heartland has run its first learning course! Twelve
people from the Heartland LAG completed the TLS Lite
Introductory Module: 'You, the Bible, God and Worship'.
Congratulations to: Stewart
Boakes, Helen Bird and Liz
Plews (Edward St.); Phil Vallé
(Harpenden); Helen Mooney
(Homewood Road); Ann
Burgoyne, Rona Harvey and
Philip Watson (St. Ninian's)
and Elizabeth Barrett, Janet
Brown, Nick Brown and Gill
Elliott (Trinity).
Next steps...? We hope to run the 'Getting to grips with the Bible' module which
comprises five study units and a study day, and also to run again the
Introductory Module for those interested. Depending upon your starting point
or reasons for following TLS it may be possible for you to join 'Getting to grips....'
without first completing the Introductory Module. Please let your Steering
Group or Links reps. know if you would like to be involved or need more
information.
Thanks to Phil and to Harpenden for hosting the sessions and to Anna Barrett
for getting us organised!
WHAT IS HEARTLAND ANYWAY....?
Formally, Heartland is a LOCAL AREA GROUP (LAG) within THAMES NORTH
SYNOD. Harpenden, Welwyn United Church and Wheathampstead form the
Mid Herts cluster to which Panshanger is also linked. Bricket Wood, Chiswell
Green, Homewood Road and Trinity make up the St Albans cluster with
Edward Street and St. Katherine's in Dunstable and Bury Park, St Ninian's and
Wigmore in Luton making up the Luton and Dunstable cluster. We are
committed to working together to find the most effective and supportive ways
of being God's people in this place.
Less formally, we are a group who are getting to know one another better,
developing new friendships, sharing activities and fellowship. This bulletin,
many thanks to Gill Elliott, shares news of what is going on in individual
churches and what we are doing together across the group. The Steering
Group and the Links meeting are the formal means of communication but we
know we need to do more and to be more effective in this area. Watch this
space..! Please let us know if you have any ideas. Speak to your Steering
Group or Links representatives if you want to know more or to become more
actively involved at any stage.

THE ART OF THE POET
The Lives and Works of Four English Poets
A Series of Lectures by
JOHN REARDON
On Thursday evenings
at 7.30
at
Trinity United Reformed Church
Beaconsfield Road, St Albans AL1 3RD

19th April 2018
17th May 2018
14th June 2018
12th July 2018

GEORGE HERBERT
JOHN CLARE
EDWARD THOMAS
ALICE OSWALD

Sample poems will be available at the church two or three weeks
before the relevant evenings

URC Greenbelt appeal for knitted flowers 2018
Last year we contributed knitted fruit and food
for a “treasure hunt” at the Greenbelt festival.
Linda Mead of Commitment for Life was very
grateful and this year there is a new appeal: she
wants to create a garden, covering the walls
and filling “flower beds” with flowers and leaves.
Linda welcomes flowers of all shapes and sizes,
knitted, crocheted, or (this year) fabric or paper.
All knitted flowers need a length of wool left at
the back for tying onto something eg a stick or
mesh.
A simple pattern for a knitted or paper flower is available from Gill Elliott.

Prayer Calendar
April 1st

Luton, Bury Park

For our fellowship

April 8th

Luton, St Ninian’s

For our fellowship and for inspiration

April 15th

Luton, Wigmore

For Rev. Heather Whyte and contact with our user
groups.

April 22nd

Panshanger

For the congregation

April 29th

Homewood Road

For the Youth and Families worker

Church and Heartland Events
Date & Time

Location

Event

29th March
6.30 for 7.00 p.m.

Edward Street

Agape service and meal

30th March
8 a.m.

Edward Street

Prayer Breakfast

1st April
8.45 a.m.

Edward Street

Easter Breakfast
(followed by service at 10.30)

1st April
8.30 a.m.

Trinity

Easter Breakfast
(followed by service at 10 a.m.)

14th April
7.00 p.m.

Homewood Road

Barn Dance to the Ivel Valley Band tickets £10

19th April
7.30 p.m.

Trinity

John Reardon will speak on the poetry
of George Herbert.

24th April
7.15 for 7.30

Trinity

Sustainable Money: Climate Risk and
Investment

10th May
7.30 p.m.

tbc

Next Links Group meeting

17th May
7.30 p.m.

Trinity

John Reardon will speak on the poetry
of John Clare.

14th June
7.30 p.m.

Trinity

John Reardon will speak on the poetry
of Edward Thomas

12th July
7.30 p.m.

Trinity

John Reardon will speak on the poetry
of Alice Oswald

To see your events in this calendar, please email details to
gilldotelliott@gmail.com.

