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Another New Year rolls around with all the expectations and opportunities
every fresh year brings. We can be sure that this year, like the one just past,
will be a mix of good and bad, ups and downs. One thing we can have
absolute clarity on is the fact that Jesus will walk with us through every single
day. There will not be a moment in 2019 when the love of God will flinch or
have a lapse in concentration over us.
I have never been a big fan of New Year resolutions if something is worthy
of doing, just get on with it. I am a big fan however of Grace: God’s Grace,
which makes every day a good day for fresh resolutions, to make a positive
difference in this world and to the lives of those we encounter.
The big plus with Grace is that every time we mess up, God offers us the
chance to make a new beginning. The price for our stumbling through life
has been paid. The Cross of Jesus Christ is a finished work, there is no
balance to pay, and God wipes the slate clean every time we genuinely
turn to him.
I hope this New Year is a full of blessings for all the churches in the Heartland
Group. Whatever it brings, we travel through each day with the Holy Spirit
as our helper and guide.
Blessings Rev. John Hardaker.
This bulletin has been collated by Gill Elliott of Trinity URC St Albans.
If you have news or notices that you wish to be included in the next
Bulletin, please email gilldotelliott@gmail.com, or ask your Heartland
representative to do so on your behalf.

Christmas at Harpenden
We had three very special services this year, starting with
our annual “Giving Away Day Service” when we received
donations of toys, presents for Mums and donations for the
St. Albans Women’s Refuge. The picture shows some of
the presents donated, all beautifully wrapped and marked
with the appropriate age group. We were able to hand
over two large black bags full of toys and presents plus a
considerable cash donation which was gratefully received
by the Refuge.
Our second and much anticipated service was our
nativity, which had to be cancelled last year because of
a snowfall. Suitably attired, the congregation joined in
the spirit of the occasion, noisily refusing to pay their taxes
and singing heartily as the shepherds and wise men
arrived at the stable. It was good to see the children in
church taking the leading roles of Mary, Joseph and the
angel. The story was expertly narrated, and this year was made more
special by the inclusion of a baptism. The service was thoroughly enjoyed
by all.
Our last service was our Carols for All candlelight
service. The Church looked beautiful, we had an
augmented choir of 13 singers, ten readers, a
Christingle for the children, and a congregation of well
over 85 people. We are so fortunate to have Don
McCanlis as our organist and choir master, as his
arrangements make this service so special. The mulled wine, mince pies
and chat following the service went down very well too!
We wish all the churches in the Heartland Group a very Happy and Peaceful
New Year.
It was very much 'business as usual' at Chiswell Green URC over the Christmas
period. You know the drill, Christingle, Preschool Christmas concert, Carol
Service and followed mince pies and Christmas Day Celebrations. However
they were marked by a couple of significant departures from the norm. Firstly
we had the great pleasure of being able to introduce Rev John Hardaker to
the wider community who have received him with warm approval.
Secondly, between the carol service and the mince pies there was a Church
Meeting that unanimously endorsed our planned amalgamation with Bricket
Wood URC. We know, as always, there will be challenges ahead in 2019 but
are looking forward to overcoming them and developing our mission and
discipleship together as a new church. We wish all our sister churches in
Heartland group a very Happy New Year.

Christmas crackers formed the basis of Edward Street’s
Carol Service on December 23rd. As each cracker was
pulled it contained an element from the Nativity story
and a Bible reading. Joseph, the inn keeper, angel ,
star, shepherds, wise men and Jesus were added to
the stable at the front of the church.
As usual we were joined by the Chiltern Singers. As
they sang The Stable Carol they introduced us to the
dove, chickens, moth and mouse who may have been
at the stable too. The all-age congregation joined in
the sound effects.
The service was followed by coffee and mince pies. A
retiring collection was taken for our Christmas charities,
Keech Hospice, Community Christmas and Crisis.

Last November, 40 people
from Chiswell Green & St
Stephens enjoyed
entertainment, tea & cakes
at a Good Cheer party

Teddies for Tragedies - by Tricia Gibb of Chiswell Green
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Mozambique, Zambia, Uganda, El Salvador, Brazil . . .
no, not a holiday wish list, but some of the destinations of several thousand
hand-knitted Teddies over the past 20 years or so, thanks to my group of
knitters who make Teddies and bags for Teddies for Tragedies. They are not
just local people but come from all over the country. There are other similar
groups elsewhere. The Teddies are transported by various means such as
charity workers, members of the police and armed forces, and gap year
students. My husband, Colin, and I have had the pleasure of delivering
some in person to orphanages in South Africa and Romania.
The teddies are approximately nine inches in height and are filled with
acrylic fire-resistant stuffing. Each one comes with a drawstring bag to keep
the teddy in, but apparently the children get just as much pleasure from the
bag, using it to store their few treasures or carry things to school. Teddies
which I have sent to Nepal in the past are being used in the classroom as
teaching aids to help the children with counting and colours.
My source for places to send the teddies is usually our local paper but I
found out about a new one in the October issue of the Heartland Bulletin.
Mike Sherriff of Trinity URC is involved with several projects running pre-schools
and a home for former street children in Bangladesh. On his next visit to the
UK, he will be collecting just over 200 Teddies from me to take back to
Bangladesh.
Trinity was also the source of another outlet for Teddies. Whilst attending a
joint Cluster service there a few weeks ago, I picked up a postcard for Club
Rafiki. They support a school in a very poor area of Kenya and the children
there will be receiving some Teddies soon.

If anyone reading this would like to knit Teddies or make the drawstring bags,
do please email me at gibb.7@ntlworld.com and I will gladly send you a
pattern. Also, I’d be pleased to receive any suggestions of places where to
send Teddies.

As you may already know, the members of the Bricket Wood URC voted
unanimously at a church meeting on 25th November that an amalgamation
with Chiswell Green was their preferred option on the closure issue, which has
now sadly had to be addressed. Their preferred choice for a closure date was
Sunday October 13th 2019, the 135th anniversary of the church.
Since we are now into the final year of the church in Bricket Wood, we are
particularly conscious of "this is the last......." In December we held our final
Christingle Service and also our final Gift Service, both of which went
beautifully with the help of friends from Chiswell Green and Trinity URCs, not
forgetting the wonderful support of the local WI who supplied a huge number
of gifts for a local group of disabled adults who have little or no family contact.
On 23rd December we held our final Carol Service, which could have been
rather sad with only around nine of us to sing the many carols. As it turned out,
a problem with the heating in the church meant we had to use our small room
which proved to be ideal for our needs. While we waited for the pianist to
arrive (Malcolm plays first at Chiswell Green) we had coffee, mince pies and
cheerful chat, and, after Malcolm had partaken, we had a wonderful service,
led by Rev. Debbie Hodge, and we were able, in the small room, to raise the
roof with our singing!

Wigmore Church held a Carol display: there were 21 entries, each based on a
different Carol. The contributions came from other churches, both URC and
Methodist, from church groups, individual members and groups that hire our
premises.

NEWS FROM HOMEWOOD ROAD – January 2019

We look back on a very joyful Christmas season:
Carols around the tree – the lighting up of our outdoor
Christmas tree and a time to sing carols and share festive
refreshments and fellowship.
Advent themed Family Festival Service
Choir Carol Service involving our church choir and singers
from our wider congregation and other URC churches in
the cluster.
Operation Christmas Angel - when knitted angels sharing messages of love, joy and
hope were distributed across the town centre and Marshalswick.
Christmas Fun Morning with seasonal craft activities for
children
Family Crib Service on Christmas Eve
Midnight Service on Christmas Eve
Christmas Day Family Service
As we look forward to this new year with our Cluster Minister John Hardaker, Morning
Worship at Homewood Road now has a new starting time of 11.00 a.m. to enable John
to preach at Chiswell Green URC at 9.30 and then make his way over to us.
For our all-age prayer during worship on 6th
January, Sarah Green led us all outside then she chalked
by our church door a traditional
message for Epiphany :
20+C+M+B+19. C, M and B are
the initials for the traditional
names of the Magi (Caspar,
Melchior and Balthasar), but
they are also an abbreviation of the Latin blessing
Christus mansionem benedicat, which means, May Christ bless this house." The 20 and 19
are for this year. She then read the prayer in the last photo. We were encouraged to do
the same at our own homes.
At the end of March, our Children and Families worker, Sarah, will be going on maternity
leave and we send her our blessings and much thanks for all the fantastic work she has
done for us over the past few years. We will be advertising for someone to cover this
maternity leave and to continue the good work that Sarah has in place with our young
people and families at Homewood Road.
We look forward to a new venture at Homewood Road which is our Spring Fair on
Saturday 30th March – with a variety of stalls and activities for all the family plus
entertainment while you relax and enjoy a delicious home cooked lunch. That’s the plan
anyway!! We decided to change from our usual Winter Fair, which always fell at such a
busy time and clashed with many other festive activities and re-schedule the event in
the Spring.

The 2018 Christmas carols and readings
On a Sunday evening shortly before Christmas the massed singers from Trinity and Homewood Road together with
readers put on an evening of carols and readings, at which it was an absolute pleasure to be a part of the
men’s chorus. With two conductors (not simultaneously), piano, organ and congregation we were transported
to sounds from all over the world in remembrance of the birth of the special baby.
From what could be mistaken as a rally in Parliament Square in “Torches” we visited the Caribbean proclaiming “Oh
yes believer – he come from de Glorious Kingdom” and over to Bethlehem for a truly angelic solo first verse
followed by the delicious harmonies of the choral version of “In the bleak mid-winter”.
To be part of a heavenly chorus of the Angels’ Carol appeared almost like an out-of-the-world part of our journey.
The men’s descant to “Rocking” consisting of “Loola loola loola-by” could have been a song in its own right and I am
looking forward to fitting that in again at the next airing of this Czech carol if I can remember the lyrics.
It was an evening of music which reverberated through me for several weeks afterwards, all through the holidays and
out the other side!

Messages of hope and inspiration were
written on bunting during Trinity’s Advent
services and hung in the church over
Christmas.

Trinity’s Messy Church
Christmas Party was very
well attended by
people of all ages.
Everyone had a
wonderful time.

Trinity’s Birthday party for three church
members, each 80 years young; also a
fourth member 70 years young! The
party included the amazing, fiercely
competitive musical hats game!

Prayers for the Heartland Group of churches
Date

Church

Prayer focus

13th January

Harpenden

Families Ministry

20th January

Luton Bury Park

Reflecting the work of the CRCW in Bury Park

27th January

Luton St Ninian’s

Discerning how to use Holy Habits resource

3rd February

Luton Wigmore

Using building as a resource for forging links
with users

10th February

Panshanger

Ministry to children and families.

17th February

Homewood Road.

Maternity cover, children and families.

24th February

Trinity

Developing our mission - process of
evangelism

3rd March

Welwyn Garden City

Big Communion

17th March

Wheathampstead

Sharing agreement

Breakfast church at Welwyn Garden City
Have you heard of Eutychus? This teenage boy is named in Acts Chapter 20
because he toppled from an upstairs window when Paul was preaching and fell
dead three floors below. He had fallen asleep as the sermon went on late in the
evening…They were just about to serve Holy Communion, but the apostle rushed
down and took Eutychus in his arms and the boy lived. Quite an exciting miracle
to happen at midnight! I guess there was extra thanksgiving when the
communion bread was finally broken.
We told this story at our Saturday morning Breakfast church for families, an
example of the Holy Spirit helping believers to share the love and power of God.
As Jesus said, “you will do even greater things than I” (John 14 v 12-14). And an
opportunity for us to tell how Christians still remember Jesus in Holy Communion.
All the children were keen to take a piece of bread and drink some red “wine”
as Eutychus would have done. During the morning, we offered crafts for different
ages, including cloth throwbags which spin as they fall, little parachutes which
fall slowly, a plate sticking picture showing bread and wine bottle with a glass
and bible verse, fans for a hot night, sewing ladybirds and playdough. Then after
some singing, we got our big playparachute and all helped to launch our
globe beachball to the ceiling as we
prayed for the world.
Breakfast church meets fortnightly at
WGCURC with 8 to 10 families each session.
Wendy Lidgate (Community and Families
worker, WGCURC)

