
The Heartland Bulletin

This bulletin has been collated by Gill Elliott of Trinity URC St Albans.  

If you have news or notices that you wish to be included in the next Bulletin,  

please email gilldotelliott@gmail.com, or ask your Heartland representative to do 

so on your behalf. 

Issue 33 - 23rd February 2020 

I would like to share a story that is circulating around the Internet and whose  

origins appear to lie in a story by Pablo J. Luis Molinero. 

 

A tale of two babies 

In a mother’s womb are two babies. 

 

One asks the other: “Do you believe in life after delivery?” 

 

The other replies, “Why, of course. There has to be something after delivery. 

Maybe we are here to prepare ourselves for what we will be later.” 

 

“Nonsense,” says the other. “There is no life after delivery. What would that life 

be?” 

 

“I don’t know, but there will be more light than here. Maybe we will walk with 

our legs and eat from our mouths.” 

 

The other says, “This is absurd! Walking is impossible. And eat with our mouths? 

Ridiculous. The umbilical cord supplies nutrition. Life after delivery is to be  

excluded. The umbilical cord is too short.” 

 

“I think there is something and maybe it’s different than it is here.” 

 

The other replies, “No one has ever come back from there. Delivery is the end of 

life, and in the after-delivery it is nothing but darkness and anxiety and it takes us 

nowhere.” 

 

“Well, I don’t know,” says the other, “but certainly we will see mother and she 

will take care of us.” 

 

“Mother?!” You believe in mother? Where is she now?” 

 

“She is all around us. It is in her that we live. Without her there would not be this 

world.” 

 

“I don’t see her, so it’s only logical that she doesn’t exist.”  

 

To which the other replies, “sometimes when you’re silent you can hear her, you 

can sense her. I believe there is a reality after delivery and we’re here to  

prepare ourselves for that reality.” 



NEWS FROM HOMEWOOD ROAD – January 2020 

We look back on a very joyful Christmas season:  

Faye set up an Advent prayer trail starting in the church 

foyer… 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carols around the tree – the lighting up of our outdoor 

Christmas tree and a time to sing carols and share festive 

refreshments and fellowship. 

 

 

An Advent themed Family Service including the blessing of 

all these knitted angels! 

Operation Christmas Angel - over 225 knitted angels 

sharing messages of love, joy and hope were distributed 

across the town centre and Marshalswick on the morning 

of 21st December 

 

 Choir Carol Service involving our church choir and singers from our wider congregation 

and other URC churches in the cluster. 

 Family Crib Service on Christmas Eve 

 Midnight Service on Christmas Eve 

 Christmas Day Family Service 

 

We now know that Sarah Green, our children and families worker, will not be returning to 

Homewood Road after her maternity leave because her little son, Rufus, still has considerable 

health care needs and is under the wonderful care of Great Ormond Street Hospital. We still 

remain in touch with her and her family and we ask for your prayers for Sarah and Eddie and 

their family at the start of this New Year. 

The children and families vacancy will now be filled by Faye, who has been with us since the 

beginning of the summer.  

We congratulate Faye on her now permanent appointment and also on her marriage to 

Adam on 21st December 2019 – so she is now Faye Evans. We wish them both every happiness 

together. 

We look forward in a few months’ time to inviting you to our Spring Fair - on Saturday 25th April! 



News from Welwyn Garden City 

Our traditional Christmas Fayre was held on 23 November 

and proceeds were shared between the Church Window 

Fund and Isabel Hospice.  This year we were able to present 

them with a cheque for £1,200. Pictured here is Joyce 

handing the cheque over to Val, a volunteer at Isabel 

Hospice. 

 

 

On the 1st of December the congregation brought unwrapped 

gifts for Gift Sunday. These gifts together 

with gifts we received from our local 

Sainsbury’s customers went towards 

Women’s Refuge, Resolve Homeless 

Charity, YMCA and the Zion Foodbank.  

Pictured here(left)  is Chris Moffat, 

Chaplaincy and Support worker of the 

YMCA with a few of the 25 Bags of 

goodies we donated and Tim Lengden 

(right) the Lead Youth Worker Central 

Herts. 

 

On the afternoon of the 1st of December we had a special Pet 

Service – a blessing of all animals. It was lovely to see how well all 

the dogs (no cats were brave enough to attend!) got on and they 

were rewarded for their good behaviour with lovely donated 

homemade dog biscuits. Pictured here is Jane chatting with 

Pamela who brought her working dog to be blessed. 

 

 

Our Thursday Club had their annual Christmas 

lunch on the 12th of December. Everyone who 

attended had a great time. The tables were 

laden with delicious roast dinners and Jane 

read poems to the group whilst also leading 

them with carol singing. Thank you to Joyce 

and her dedicated team who made this 

another great success and Wendy for playing the piano. 



Wendy organised a lovely Christmas party on the 15th of December for all the 

children’s groups who attend events here during the week.  20 Children and their 

parents/carers attended the afternoon of storytelling and sang Christmas carols. This 

was a great success followed by tea and refreshments for all.    

The Community Café had their Christmas party on the 17th of December with 46 

people attending.  It was a lively session with carol singing and endless hot and cold 

snacks being served.  There was also a lucky draw and everyone went home with a 

gift. Thank you to the team of volunteers that helped on the day. 

The congregation decided again this year that instead of giving individual Christmas 

cards to everyone, only one card would be written for the entire congregation and 

the money saved would be donated to charity. The charity chosen was Embrace the 

Middle East and the project supported called ‘Away in a Manger’.  £125 was raised 

and this will benefit health clinics offering antenatal and postnatal care in the heart 

of a West Bank community in Palestine. The clinic's presence means local women 

living in poverty always have someone to turn to during their pregnancy – and can 

give their babies the healthiest possible start in life. 

On the 21st of December we had our Longest Night Service and Drop in. While 

Advent and Christmas is a time of great festivity and joy for the majority of people 

within the Christian Community, it must be recognised that Christmas can be a 

particularly difficult time for people who may be grieving a loss, for those who are 

living alone, or those who have painful associations with this time of year. A short 

service and prayer stations gave people time to reflect and interact.  

On the 22nd of December we had our traditional Carols by Candlelight Service and 

a nativity play. This was extremely well attended and the £512 offertory went to 

another project by Embrace the Middle East called Cool Clear Water.  This project 

will put a water supply into the homes of refugees and other people living in poverty, 

making life healthier and happier for the whole family.  

 

We would like to take this opportunity 

to wish everyone a very Blessed 2020. 

May God bless you with good health 

and happiness.  

Please also ‘like’ our Community 

Facebook page and you will receive 

more information about our 

community outreach:  The URC 

Community Group of Welwyn Garden 

City. 



Christmas at Harpenden follows a yearly tradition of our Giving Away Day, Nativity 

Service, Carols by Candlelight and Christmas Day service. 

 

This year thanks to the generosity of our 

congregation we managed to provide St. Albans 

Women’s Refuge with well over one hundred 

parcels for the children and their mums together 

with a substantial donation.  The lady from the 

Refuge told us without our gifts and donations the 

Refuge would really struggle at Christmas. 

 

Our Nativity service this year involved our pre-

school, brownies and guides with help from their leaders.    The girls told the story of 

Christmas round the world with music and stories from countries such as Ireland, 

America, and China and others.   Several of the girls sung solos and the highlight was 

undoubtedly the two angels who popped up from the choir to sing Allelulias in the 

chorus.  Well done to all a magnificent performance thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Our Carols by Candlelight service is always a favourite, with Don our organist arranging 

special carols for our augmented choir.   The church is always packed, over 100 again 

this year, and it looks stunning.  We had readers from our sister Church in 

Wheathampstead, one of our girl guides, the leader of our pre-school PTA, and our 

prospective Families Minister amongst others.  A Christingle for the little ones and mulled 

wine and mince pies after the service made it a very special evening for all. 

Lastly Jane took our service on Christmas day when children and parents were invited to 

bring along one of their gifts. 

Retiring collections at our Christmas services raised a substantial amount for the Rennie 

Grove Hospice, our 2019 choice for donations. 

 

 

 

 

The twinkling Christmas tree at Edward Street 

during the Advent and Christmas season. 



   Luton and Dunstable Cluster.  

This Christmas we decided to have a joint service on  

December the 29th, as this is very often a difficult Sunday 

to fill.  A nice number gathered at Wigmore church at 

10.45am and we explored together the aftermath of the 

Christmas story through reflections and stories, taking as a theme for prayer refuge and 

refugees in the broadest sense.  As this was a joint service, we agreed the offertory 

would be for a charity which helps refugees around the world.  Helprefugees.org have 

a online shop in which you can pay for goods that will help on arrival, with shelter or to-

wards a better future. With a wonderful offering of £300 we shopped generously pur-

chasing items from each area 

Arrival    shelter    future 

Children’s coat   Wash bag   Children and youth education  

Hat, gloves and socks Tent x 2    Language and skills  

Warm blankets  Sleeping bag   Mental health support  

Firewood    Winter boots   Women’s Support 

Toilets and shower x 2 Lighting and power x 2 Warm Food x 3   

   

Help Refugees started as nothing more than a hashtag. 

 

Devastated by images of thousands of families arriving on European shores to be met 

with barbed wire, borders and batons, a group of friends used #helprefugees to organ-

ise a van full of donations in August 2015. Within a week, we had raised £56,000 and 

were soon receiving 7,000 items every day.  

 

Fast forward four years and we have reached over one million displaced people, 

worked with over 35,000 volunteers and currently support over 120 projects across Eu-

rope, the Middle East and the US-Mexico border. 

 

Each of these projects is powered by ordinary people who are stepping up where gov-

ernments are failing to provide even the most basic services. From those keeping res-

cue boats afloat, to the volunteers distributing tents and hot food, to the brave souls 

working under the desert sun to place water along the Mexican border. 

We also support those working to build a brighter future -- the teachers working with 

students to build prosthetic limbs, the therapists helping heal the invisible scars of war, 

and the lawyers working to reunite families. All these heroes embody the power of 

choosing love. 

 

Choose Love is the world’s first store where you can buy real gifts for refugees. Our 

store contains practical items like tents, nappies and sleeping bags. But instead of tak-

ing them home, each purchase buys a similar item for someone who truly needs it. 

Since 2017, this outpouring of compassion has funded more than 1.5 million items being 

distributed to refugees that need them. 

 



St Albans pastorate joint meal at a local pub, followed by a morning conference the next day. 

During an advent service at Trinity, the 

congregation made a long paper chain 

with the name of someone to pray for on 

each loop.  On Christmas Day, we included 

Christians in Palestine unable to visit 

Bethlehem in our prayers of intercession.  



SAVE THE DATE!!! 

Heartland group workshop with JOHN BELL of the Iona Community 

May 8th 2021 at Wigmore Church. 





Prayer Rota 23rd February - 22nd March 

23rd February St Albans Homewood 

Road  

pray for our work with children, youth and 

families and new ideas for outreach.    

1st March St Albans Trinity  success with taking a resolution about Pales-

tine to Synod for approval so it can then be 

submitted to General Assembly.  

8th March Welwyn Garden City Prayers for the congregation and leaders as 

we begin to look at the next phase of our  

development.  

15th March Wheathampstead development project  

22nd March Heartland Our ongoing life together 

 

Events to which all are invited 

21st March 

7 p.m. 

St Katherine’s 

URC 

Race night, including a supper of fish/sausage and chips. 

£10 per person 

8th April 

11 - 2 

Homewood 

Road URC 

Easter Fun 

9th April 

7 p.m. 

Trinity URC  Maundy Thursday Interactive Service, light supper and com-

munion 

10th April 

2 p.m. 

Homewood 

Road URC 

Good Friday Service 

10th April 

2 p.m. 

South St Albans Good Friday Walk of Witness, starting at St Julian’s 

10th April 

7.15 p.m. 

St Albans Good Friday Walk of Witness from St Alban & St Stephen,  

arriving at St Albans Cathedral at 8 p.m. in time for the Unity 

at the Cross ecumenical service. 

11th April 

10.30 - 12.30 

Greenwood 

URC 

2nd Saturday—Easter Special: Coffee, chat and craft 

11th April 

2  - 5 p.m.  

Homewood 

Road URC 

Easter Sunday Vigil 

25th April 

10.30 -  2 p.m. 

Homewood 

Road URC 

Spring Fair 

2nd May TBC Little Big Event for the Heartwood Group 

20th June Greenwood 

URC 

Barbecue and games for the whole Heartwood Group 

31st May 

9.30 a.m.  

Greenwood 

URC 

St Albans cluster joint service 

8th May 2021 

10 - 4  

Wigmore Workshop with John Bell of the Iona Community for the 

whole of the Heartland Group 


